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(Stella of victory from Kush kingdom, Nilotic civilization in Sudan)
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Translation:

All human beings are born free and equal 
in dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

(article 1 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights)   

(ancient writing system in Kush kingdom/Sudan) 

Meroetic Alphabets
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Meroetic alphabets developed



ABC

‘DE

I

G

MN

O

R P

W

YS

T

‘BD

DH

IJKW K

BW

3

L

NGWNY NH

THUC

A
..

E
..

3
..

..

O
..

..
.

.
..

.

....

.
.

.

.

C
..

Pw‘Y.H.

Nilotic alphabets developed from meroetic 
(Acholi/Luo, Bari, Dinka, Nuer, Shilluk)
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Acholi
اشولي

Translation:

All human beings are born free and equal 
in dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

(article 1 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights)   

(Nilotic)

ACHOLI/LUO ALPHABETS 
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Bari
(Nilotic)باري

BARI ALPHABETS 

Translation:

All human beings are born free and equal 
in dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

(article 1 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights)   
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(Nilotic)

DINKA ALPHABETS Dinka
دينكا

Translation:

All human beings are born free and equal 
in dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

(article 1 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights)   
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Translation:

All human beings are born free and equal in
 dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act
 towardsone another in a spirit of brotherhood.

(article 1 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights)   

(Nilotic)

NUER ALPHABETS 
Nuer

نوير
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(Nilotic)

SHILLUK ALPHABETS 
Colo
شولو

Translation:

All human beings are born free and equal 
in dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

(article 1 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights)   
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Sample text in Dinka
Raan thök eben aye dhëëth ka lau nhöm 
kua thöŋ nhiim eyithiic, kua thɛkic, kua ci yëknhiethku puou, ̈
ku bik cëŋ ka ke ye mith etik.                    



Nilotic languages

Countries borders  

Sudan

Tanzania

Egypt

Kenya

Uganda

Ethiopia 

Somalia 

Eritrea 

Djibuti 

Rwanda

Burundi

Dinka

Nuer

Shilluk

Anyuak

Bari

Acholi

Luo

Turkana

Kalenjin 

Maasai 

Luo

Maban

Burun

Atuot

Toposa

Murlei

Nilotic Languages 
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